April 19, 2021

The Honorable Benjamin L. Cardin
509 Hart Senate Office Building
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Re: Law Enforcement, Probation, Parole, and Corrections Officials Support the Democracy
Restoration Act, S. 481

Dear Senator Cardin:

As current and former law enforcement, probation, parole, and corrections officials from 34
states and the District of Columbia, we are writing to express our enthusiastic support for the
Democracy Restoration Act (DRA/S.481). Drawing on decades of experience protecting and
serving our communities, we believe that disenfranchising individuals after release from prison
is an ineffective policy that violates our nation’s democracy and undermines public safety.

Felony disenfranchisement laws affect millions of people in the United States today. These laws
are unduly punitive, discourage healthy reintegration into society, and perpetuate racism in the
criminal justice system. Simply put, felony disenfranchisement is not consistent with our
country’s values. It is crucial for the Senate to act swiftly in support of the DRA to restore the
right to vote for the formerly incarcerated in federal elections.

Reversing Unduly Punitive Policies

There is no credible evidence that felony disenfranchisement does anything to reduce crime. In
fact, it might do the opposite by working against the positive, long-term prospects of community
reintegration. Denying the right to vote to millions of our fellow citizens serves no legitimate
purpose: it is unduly punitive and does not improve public safety. Above all, it sends the harmful
message that people released from prison are not welcome and have no stake in their
communities. Exclusion is not the answer to creating safer communities. Once the criminal
justice system has determined that a person has paid their debt to society and can safely return to
their communities, they should return with the basic rights and responsibilities that accompany
citizenship.

Encouraging Healthy Reintegration

Rather than excluding millions of Americans from participating in democracy, we should help
our fellow citizens rebuild their lives when they return home. As members of law enforcement,
we know firsthand that people who are accepted as valuable members of their local communities
and made to feel that their voices matter are much more likely to lead productive and crime-free
lives. Studies have found that voting and civic engagement promote healthy reintegration into the
community, which is correlated with reduced tendencies to commit crime and lower rates of
recidivism.! Restoring voting rights also led to greater trust in the government and criminal
justice system, improved views of the government as being more fair and representative, and an



increased willingness to cooperate with law enforcement, which is critical to our ability to solve
serious and violent crime.? One study has even found consistent differences between voters and
non-voters in rates of subsequent arrest and incarceration after being released from prison.® The
DRA is essential for improving re-entry outcomes, making our communities safer, and reducing
recidivism. Restoring the right to vote is simply good law enforcement policy.

Fighting Racism in the Criminal Justice System

Many felony disenfranchisement laws disproportionately harm Black and Latino people, who
make up the majority of citizens returning from prison.* Our nation has struggled to grapple with
racial injustice for centuries, and last summer’s events have illustrated that we have a long way
to go before achieving racial equity. As members of the law enforcement and corrections
community, we have a critical role to play in dismantling systemic racism in this country, which
must include advocating for common-sense legislation like the DRA. Individuals who have paid
their debts to society must be given the chance to engage in democracy and lead productive lives.

Thank you so much for your continuing advocacy on this issue. We look forward to seeing the
DRA become law.

Sincerely,
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Individuals

Terry Blevins
Sergeant (fmr.), Gila County Sheriff’s Office, AZ

David F. Sanders
Chief Probation Officer, Pima County, AZ

Barbara Broderick
Chief Adult Probation Officer (ret.), Maricopa County, AZ

Kathy Waters
Former Director of Adult Probation, AZ

J. Gary Nelson
Detective Sergeant (ret.), Scottsdale Police Department, AZ

Jack Wilborn
Officer (ret.), Glendale Police Department Reserves, AZ

David Koch
Sonoma County Probation Department, CA

Fernando Giraldo
Chief Probation Officer, Santa Cruz County, CA

Jim Bueermann
Chief of Police (ret.), Redlands, CA
Former President, National Police Foundation

Jeff Rosen
District Attorney, Santa Clara County, CA

Jill Ravitch
District Attorney, Sonoma County, CA

Diana Becton
District Attorney, Contra Costa County, CA

Dr. Erroll Southers
Former Assistant Chief of Homeland Security and Intelligence, Los Angeles World Airports
Police Department, CA

Nick Morrow
Detective (fmr.), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, CA



Carl Tennenbaum
Sergeant (ret.), San Francisco Police Department, CA

Tom Barham
Lieutenant (fmr.), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Office, CA

Judge James P. Gray (ret.)
Superior Court of California

Diane Goldstein
Lieutenant (ret.), Redondo Beach Police Department, CA

Stephen Downing
Deputy Chief (ret.), Los Angeles Police Department, CA

David Doddridge
Officer (ret.), Los Angeles Police Department, CA

Beth McCann
District Attorney, Denver, CO

Mike Butler
Chief (ret.), Longmont Public Safety Department, CO

Jake Lilly
Former Deputy District Attorney, Fifth Judicial District, CO

Michael Dougherty
District Attorney, Boulder County, CO

Carrie Roberts
Sheriff’s Deputy (fimr.), Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Department, CO

Judge Leonard Frieling (fmr.)
City of Lafayette Municipal Court, CO

Titus Peterson
Former Lead Felony Prosecutor, Fifth Judicial District, CO

Robert J. Hoffman
Chief (ret.), Plainfield Police Department, CT

Jim Nolan
Lieutenant (fmr.), Wilmington Police Department, DE



Evan Douglas
Officer, Metropolitan Police Department, D.C.

David Long
Special Agent (fmr.), U.S. Department of Labor’s Office of Inspector General

Charles H. Ramsey
Former Police Commissioner, Philadelphia, PA
Former Police Chief, Washington, D.C.

Karl A. Racine
Attorney General, D.C.

Dr. Nina Graves
Retired Federal Law Enforcement Officer, D.C.

Ray Strack
Special Agent (ret.), Department of Homeland Security

Finn Selander
Special Agent (ret.), Drug Enforcement Administration

Regina Hufnagel
Officer (fmr.), Federal Bureau of Prisons

Ronald E. Hampton
Former Executive Director, National Black Police Association

James Manfre
Sheriff (ret.), Flagler County, FL

Seth Stoughton
Officer (fmr.), Tallahassee Police Department, FL.

Dr. Cedric L. Alexander
Former Director of Public Safety, DeKalb County, GA

Richard H. Deane, Jr.
Former U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Georgia
Former President, National Association of Former United States Attorneys

John Padgett
Sergeant (ret.), Richmond County Sheriff’s Department, GA

Anita Fraser
Lieutenant, Assistance Training Academy Director, DeKalb County Police Department, GA



Justin Kollar
Prosecuting Attorney, Kaua’i County, HI

Corinne Briscoe
Director, Macoupin / Greene / Scott Probation District, IL

Jason C. Garnett
Chief of Parole, Illinois Department of Corrections, IL

Jorge Montes
Chicago Police Board
Former Chairman of State Prisoner Review Board, IL

David Franco
Officer (ret.), Chicago Police Department, IL

Marc Buslik
Commander (ret.), Chicago Police Department, IL

John Idleburg
Sheriff, Lake County, IL

Inge Fryklund
Former Assistant State’s Attorney, Cook County, IL

Linda Brady
Chief Probation Officer, Monroe Circuit Court, Bloomington, IN

Susan Rice
Director of Community Supervision Partnerships, Uptrust, IN

Michael W. Tupper
Chief, Marshalltown Police Department, IA

Brian Gaughan
Officer (ret.), lowa and Illinois Police

David Brown
Former Assistant City Prosecutor, Baton Rouge, LA

Natasha Irving
District Attorney, Sixth Prosecutorial District, ME

Jason Trundy
Chief Deputy, Waldo County Sherift’s Office, ME



Douglas F. Gansler
Former Attorney General, MD

Wendell M. France, Sr.
Deputy Secretary (ret.), Maryland Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services

Debbie Ramsey
Detective (ret.), Baltimore Police Department, MD

Sonia Pruitt
Captain (ret.), Montgomery County Police Department, MD

Mike Hilliard
Major (ret.), Baltimore Police Department, MD

Eric E. Sterling
Retired Executive Director, Criminal Justice Policy Foundation, MD

Edward J. Dolan
Commissioner, Massachusetts Probation Service

Branville Bard
Commissioner, Cambridge Police Department, MA

Andrea Harrington
District Attorney, Berkshire County, MA

Jerry L. Clayton
Sheriff, Washtenaw County, MI

Richard Rossman
Former U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of Michigan

Isaiah McKinnon
Chief (ret.), Detroit Police Department, MI

Alyshia Dyer
Deputy Sheriff, Washtenaw County, MI

Jason Jakubowski
Officer (fmr.), Big Rapids Police Department, M1

Ted Nelson
Det. Sergeant (ret.), Michigan State Police



Steve Miller
Sergeant (ret.), Canton Police Department, MI

Catherine Johnson
Director, Hennepin County Department of Community Corrections and Rehabilitation, MN

Janeé L. Harteau
Chief of Police (ret.), Minneapolis, MN

John J. Choi
County Attorney, Ramsey County, MN

Michael O. Freeman
County Attorney, Hennepin County, MN

Mark Osler
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney, MN
Law Professor

Mark Carey
President, The Carey Group, MN

Brad Pigott
Former U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Mississippi

Juan Cloy
Assistant Chief (ret.), Canton Police Department, MS

Betty Frizzell
Chief (ret.), Winfield Police Department, MO

Jay Fleming
Deputy Sheriff (fmr.), Park County, MT

Richard Van Wickler
Superintendent (ret.), Cheshire County Department of Corrections, NH

Nick Bucci
Lieutenant (ret.), New Jersey State Police

Brodie Mack
Investigator (ret.), New York State Police, NY

Joanne Naughton
Lieutenant (ret.) New York Police Department, NY



David Soares
District Attorney, Albany County, NY

David J. Clegg
District Attorney, Ulster County, NY

Cyrus R. Vance, Jr.
District Attorney, Manhattan, NY

Eric Gonzalez
District Attorney, Brooklyn, NY

Madeline Singas
District Attorney, Nassau County, NY

James E. Johnson
New York City Corporation Counsel, NY

Former Undersecretary of the United States Treasury for Enforcement

Rocco A. Pozzi
Commissioner, Department of Probation, Westchester County, NY

Risco Mention-Lewis, Esq.
Deputy Police Commissioner, Suffolk County, NY

Taryn Merkl

Senior Counsel, Law Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Thomas Herzog

Former Deputy Commissioner, New York State Department of Corrections and Community

Supervision

Vincent Doto
Director, Columbia County Probation Department, NY

Vincent Shiraldi
Former Commissioner, New York City Probation

Zachary W. Carter
Former U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of New York

Wayne Harris
Deputy Chief (ret.), Rochester Police Department, NY

Lucy Lang
Former Assistant District Attorney, Manhattan, NY



Corey Pegues
Deputy Inspector (ret.), New York Police Department, NY

Brendan Cox
Chief (ret.), Albany Police Department, NY

Martin F. Horn
Commissioner (fmr.), New York City Departments of Probation and Corrections

Jeff Kaufman
Officer (fmr.), New York Police Department, NY

Hassan Aden
Former Chief of Police, Greeneville, NC

Kami Chavis
Director of the Criminal Justice Program, Wake Forest University School of Law, NC

Walter C. Holton, Jr.
Former U.S. Attorney, Middle District of North Carolina

Jeffrey Smythe
Chief, Burlington Police Department, NC

Tom Synan
Chief, Newtown Police Department, OH

Tom Thompson
Assistant Chief (Ret.), Miamisburg Police Department, OH

Judge Gordon McAllister (ret.)
District Court of Tulsa, OK

John Hummel
District Attorney, Deschutes County, OR

Richard Goerling
Lieutenant (ret.), Hillsboro Police Department, OR

Cameron S. McLay
Chief of Police (ret.), Pittsburgh, PA

John E. Wetzel
Secretary of Corrections, PA



Shannon Wintruba
Officer (ret.), Whitaker Police Department, PA

Mark Buckwalter
United States Probation Officer Specialist (ret.), Loretto, PA

Fred Fletcher
Chief of Police (ret.), Chattanooga, TN

Allison Watson
Former Assistant District Attorney, 13" Judicial District, TN

Matthew D. Orwig
Former U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of Texas

Dr. Michael Gilbert
Former Corrections Officer, San Antonio, TX

Brian Chapman
Officer (fmr.), Dallas County Community Supervision and Correction Department, TX

Rusty White
Former Officer, Bridgeport, TX

Kele Griffone
Division Director, Salt Lake County Criminal Justice Services, UT

Justin Boardman
Detective (fmr.), West Valley City Police Department, UT

Ray Wahl
Justus Consultants, UT

John Dixon
Chief (ret.), Petersburg Police Department, VA

Harold Clarke
Director, Virginia Department of Corrections

Stephanie Morales
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Portsmouth, VA

Mike Harvey
Captain Director (fmr.), Spotsylvania County Sheriff’s Office, VA



James Nicholson
Officer, Chesapeake Police Department, VA

Pete Holmes
City Attorney, Seattle, WA

Norm Stamper
Chief (ret.), Seattle Police Department, WA

Matthew McCally
Officer (fmr.), King County District Courts, WA

David Steingraber
Chief of Police (ret.), Menomonee Falls, WI

Matthew Bughman
Detective, Milwaukee Police Department, WI
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